414. LETTER TO PRAGJI DESAI

LONI

Kartak Vad 12 [November 15, 19

DEAR PRAGJI,

I have your letter. I can well understand that you t
doubts. I think I have sent2 to someone the replies to your q
tions. All the same, I shall try to answer them again. A sa
grahi cannot support war directly or indirectly. There are no
opinions about that. I am not such a perfect satyagrahi I
trying to be one. Meanwhile, one should go as far as one can. S
after I landed here, the War started. I spent some days thin]
out my duty. It seemed to me that to go on living in Engh
keeping my thoughts to myself, also amounted to taking parl
the War. It was obvious to me that, if this island were not prote<
by the Navy, the people would starve and they would all fall intc
hands of Germans. I am being protected, therefore, by that N;
which means that I was indirectly supporting the War. As a sa
grahi, it was my duty to go away to a spot where I would
need such protection and could do without the food so procu
Such a place would be the mountains here. There, one is
under any protection. If the Germans took me away, I she
not mind. I must subsist on whatever fruit or grass or le;
grew on the mountains. This food is not protected by the N;
I am not, however, ready for this manner of living. I could
summon the necessary courage. It is for cultivating such coui
that I am going to India, where the circumstances are favoura
They are not so here, and to create them here one must have
atman a hundred thousand times stronger than mine. Wha
my next duty, then? Brothers, husbands and sons have g<
rightly or wrongly, to get themselves killed, leaving behind wee]
sisters, wives and mothers. Thousands have already been ki)
And am I, doing nothing, to continue enjoying myself, eating
food? The Gtia says that he who eats without performing yi
is a thief. In the present situation here sacrifice meant, and me

1 In the original, Gandhiji has given Kartak Vad 3, November 6, at th<
but he says at the end of the letter that he resumed writing on Novembe
and finished it on November 15.

2 Fafe "Letter to Maganlal Gandhi", pp, 531-2-

3 Sacrifice